To Whom It May Concern:
When I read the letter this month from Editor-in-Chief Angela Burt-Murray asking, “What does Essence mean to you?”, I immediately knew I had to share my thoughts.
Essence Magazine has meant more to me than I could ever explain. Essences’ ability to impact its readers through its superb content matter and in-depth discussion of relevant African American issues is what distinguishes it to be one of the most prestigious magazines ever. Growing up in a household where reading was strongly encouraged, my mother’s Essence magazines were sometimes one of the first things I’d pick up to read.
Essence means to me both motivation and inspiration. I remember my parents once taking me to hear former Editor-in-Chief, Susan Taylor speak at the local college. Although I was only a pre-teen at the time, her words inspired me to do better and push harder. My mother often read me the motivational words within Susan Taylor’s “In the Spirit” column in Essence Magazine to keep me motivated and uplifted as a young girl.
Also, I remember attending the Essence Music Festival during its very first year in 1995. At the time, I was only seven years old. Being that both the seminars and concerts were all packed inside the New Orleans Super lounge, I had the opportunity to meet the late famous lawyer Johnnie Cochran at the very first musical festival.  I still have that picture that we took with him to this very day. Ever since then, it’s been a family tradition to travel to New Orleans every summer to attend the annual Essence Music Festival to partake in the positive African-American seminars, lectures, vendors, and concerts. Essentially, both Essence magazine and the music festival has become a part of our family.
Most importantly, Essence Magazine has shown me the importance of beautiful, bold, and brilliant black women. Growing up seeing positive images of black women on my coffee table has shaped who I am today. Although I am only 21 years old, Essence Magazine is a part of me, and like other black women of all ages, Essence Magazine has played a part in who they are as well. In a society that often portrays African American women as sexual objects rather than human beings, it’s important to have a magazine that displays achievement and intelligence amongst our race.
In a nut shell, that’s the impact that Essence magazine has had on me. Since I was exposed to Essence at such a young age, working and writing for the magazine has always been a dream of mine. I have recently applied for the newly created marketing coordinator position under the supervision of the Associate Publisher in hopes of working and contributing to Essence Magazine. Essence has done so much for my growth, as a black woman, and it’s my only hope that I will have the opportunity to give back to it.
If you need any more information or clarification on what Essence means to me, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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